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Commons adds an Upper Chamber to the Assam Legislature;
but the House of Lords made a substantial change in the
election of the Federal Upper Chamber, to be known as the
Council of State. It is to be elected on high franchise
qualifications by voters in territorial communal constitu-
encies, similar to those which existed under the old Constitu-
tion. The amendment substitutes direct in place of indirect
election. Six seats are allotted for the Scheduled castes.
The representatives of the Anglo-Indian, European and
Indian Christian communities are to be chosen by indirect
election from electoral colleges.
As the official bloc will disappear from the Legislatures,
an amendment provides that the Advocate-General of the
Federation and of the Provinces shall have a seat in either
Chamber of the Legislature, so that he may be in a position
to explain, if necessary, the point of view of the Governor-
General and Governors to the Legislature.
In regard to the franchise, particulars of the qualifica-
tions for the Provincial Lower Houses are set out in a new
schedule. The final and complete scheme of delimitation
for constituencies, territorial or special, will be framed
after a special committee 1 has submitted its report. By
an amendment in the House of Commons, the enfranchise-
ment of retired, pensioned or discharged officers, non-
commissioned officers and soldiers of H.M.'s regular military
forces is extended to retired officers and men of the Indian
Police Force. The proportion of women to men on the
1 The Indian Delimitation Committee is set up by the Government
under the chairmanship of Sir E. L. L. Hammond, formerly Governor of
Assam. The terms of reference to the Committee may be summed up as
follows : To make recommendations for the delimitation of the constitu-
encies in the Indian Central and Provincial Legislatures under the new
Constitution, to make proposals for the nature and location of the con-
stituencies to be established for the return of representatives of certain
special interests, e.g. women, commerce, industry, mining, planting, labour,
landholders, universities and the Scheduled castes, and in the case of seats
to represent special interests, to make proposals regarding the qualifications
of voters, conduct of elections and the qualifications necessary for candidate
where specific provision covering such matters has not been made in the
Act and its schedules.

